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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from Page 1


But the philosophy of self-affirmation advocates far more than the simple following of conscience. Instead, when we're told that "you've got to do what you've got to do," it's understood that what we've "got to do" is whatever we want to do. One of the scariest statements I have ever heard illustrates this ethic. The remark came from an up-to-date friend who said with evident satisfaction, "It feels so good at this point in my life finally to have the courage to do what I want to do and not what anybody else says I ought to do." In our culture, "want" trumps "ought" every time.


As "self-actualized" people, then, it is hard for us to learn self-denial. We do not find it easy to yield to God when what we want is on a collision course with His standards of what is right. Yet self-denial is what we must learn. Somehow we must recover the old-fashioned virtue of sacrifice -- the willingness to let go of everything except that which most greatly glorifies God.


We tend to be devoted, not to Jesus Christ, but to the things which allow us�more spiritual freedom than total surrender to Him would allow.


Oswald Chambers





Word Point –Gary Henry





Thanks to gas prices the cost of getting around these days is a bit more expensive than we would like.  On top of that merely owning a car is costly with all of the insurance, oil changes, maintenance and repairs.  But we’re willing to put the money into our vehicles anyway because they are basically worth the cost, even though the expenses eat through a chunk of our paychecks.


    My question is are we willing to pay the price of discipleship?  Christ has told us what He expects, but are we living up to it?  We spend roughly 8 hours a day at work, 5-9 hours sleeping, 1-3 hours eating, an hour or more driving…so what are we doing with those other hours?  Television?  House cleaning?  Yard work?  Yes, those things may be important, but what about our spiritual upkeep?  Isn’t that the most important activity of all?  Are we spending enough time going over the foundation of our spiritual lives and looking for cracks?  Are we spending the time to reinforce our spiritual barriers against the world?  Are we spending time filling up our spiritual tanks so we’re ready to go the next day?  Jesus says in Luke 9:23, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”  Jesus was also teaching daily in the temple” (Luke 19:47).  And let us not forget the weeks following the day of Pentecost when the disciples’ 


numbers were increasing daily (Acts16:5).


         Jesus expects no less of us.  We have to be committed to Christ to fulfill that expectation.  Let’s commit our time to Him in a daily devotion, not just Sunday and Wednesday   








Believing and Turning           


By Jeff Himmel





In Acts 11, Luke records the preaching of the gospel in Syrian Antioch.  “And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord” (v. 21).





“A large number who believed turned to the Lord.”  Does this imply that some who believed did not turn to the Lord?  How sad to think it could be so.  Yet the New Testament elsewhere describes those who believed in Jesus, but for one reason or another were unwilling to be His disciples.  Some who believed were afraid to confess Him because “they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God” (John 12:42-43).  Some who believed found Jesus’ teaching too challenging and turned back from following Him (John 6:60-66), or even became hostile toward Him (John 8:31-58).  In these cases, belief did not translate into discipleship.





“A large number who believed turned to the Lord.”  This reminds us that it isn’t enough merely to believe.  As God’s word shows, a believer must repent (Acts 2:38), confess Christ (Romans 10:9-10), and be baptized (Mark 16:16) in order to enter a relationship with Christ.  Discipleship isn’t about just believing a set of facts, but becoming a slave to righteousness (Romans 6:17-18).  That kind of believer has indeed “turned to the Lord.”


___________________________________





And it shall be, (that) in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, There shall they be called sons of the living God. 


		(Rom 9:26)


					





Time to Commit


By Rob Ashley





This level of commitment is illustrated in a well-known story about one of the early Church fathers.  Polycarp (A.D. 70-155) was bishop of Smyrna and a godly man.  He knew the apostle John personally.  When he was urged by the Roman proconsul to renounce Christ, Polycarp said:  “Eighty and six years have I serve Him, and He never did me any injury.  How then can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?”  “I have respect for your age,” said the official.  “Simply say, ‘Away with the atheists!’”  He was then burned at the stake and gave joyful testimony of his faith in Jesus Christ. How does your level of commitment measure up to Polycarp’s?


     If Christ really is an important part of your life, are you committing time to Him?  Is Christ receiving as much (or more) attention than the other things you focus on?  If time is money, are you spending time on things that really could wait until later, or are you eager to cash in on time to devote to spiritual studies?  We all spend time with those we love the most, so show your love for God by giving Him more of yourself each day.  It is time to commit time to our Lord


______________________________


		


Wait on the Lord





 Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard? The everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary; there


 is no searching of his understanding.  He giveth power to the faint; and to him that hath no might he increaseth strength. 


Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait for Jehovah shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint. 


		(Isa. 40:28-31)








Discipleship and Self-Denial


Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 		(Matthew 16:24)


Self-denial is a difficult discipline, to be sure, but it is one of life's most important virtues. If we wish to become "disciples" in any serious sense, then we must learn to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow Christ.


One reason that we find self-denial so difficult is that it goes against the grain of our culture. The social environment in which we live is increasingly dominated by self-affirmation rather than self-denial. This ethic comes through loud and clear in the lyrics of our popular music. For example, a hit by one of the most powerful pop stars of the past decade tells us, "You've got to do what you've got to do." Another song, this one even by an artist known for his spirituality, says, "You've got to do it in your own way."


What is wrong with this philosophy? It is certainly true that when tough personal decisions have to be made, we have to have the courage to act on our own convictions. When we've analyzed a decision from every angle and considered the advice of others, the time comes when we have to make up our own minds. Integrity requires that we do what we believe is right, even if this conflicts with the collective judgment of everybody we know. 		Cont. on Page 3

















FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood, at home recovering from surgery 


Dion Clark’s mother; Donna Simmons mother, 


fighting cancer. .Annette and Randal Rogers; 


June Guyton; Donny Gilbert back problems; 


Denise Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; 


Debbie Adams’ mother. Rhonda Ditter and her 


battle with cancer; Donna Jo Nash;  Jo Sadler; 


Remember the Gilbert and Douthitt family 


Roger Pink, out for several weeks; Joe Phillips


“MOHS” surgery scheduled for 08/01/2016;


Donna Simmons; Give thanks to God for her 


recovery from cancer surgery; She was pronounced cancer free and doing well.


Remember to pray for all our little ones.


Remember those who are traveling. 


_______________________________________________





VBS is getting close


Make a note for July 11 – 15


_______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Read Scripture---Larry Coots 


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper—Phil Schmidt 


   Asst. 1-----Woody McClendon 


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----George Wilcox 


   Asst. 4-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 5-----David Ditter


2nd Prayer---Kai Burke


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer----Adam Kreis 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Zach Adams


Read Scripture---Ken Gay


Song Leader---Dion Clark


2ed Prayer-----Roger Pink


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Announcements---Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Mark Bowman


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader----Lloyd Jackson


 Invitation---Garrett Douthitt 


 Closing Prayer----Phil Schmidt


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














